deal of attention is that the present study is a piece of writing in the arena of the English language that will facilitate the ESL students to boost up their knowledge regarding tenses.
The English language, akin to any other language, requires multifarious grammatical rules and regulations that is the natural language learning phenomenon. The tense is one of them. Without the proper use of a tense, the communication remains ineffective and the reader or the listener entangles into confusion with the least comprehension rate. Likewise, high rate of tense error generates misunderstanding and conflict about the key concept of the text. Contrary to this, if the students' knowledge and awareness are better in using the proper tense during communication, the rate of comprehension might increase. Tenses provide an excellent mode for comprehension tasks (Abusch, 1994; Von Stechow, 1995) tones, syntaxes and semantics in different contexts (Stowell, 1995) . Celce-Murcia, Larsen-Freeman, and Williams, (1983) stated that the learning grammatical structures assist the ESL students to enhance their exposure. Wormuth, Hartfiel, and Jacobs, (1983) stressed that five aspects such as, content, vocabulary, organization, language use, and mechanics are essential to language learning. The use of proper tense is included in the aspect of language use.
The basic system of tense in the English language consists of three major tenses such as past, present and future. The research purpose: The present study intended four major objectives such as to i) investigate the secondary school students' performance in five types of tenses, ii)
compare the performance of male and female students, iii) make comparison between the performance of public and private school students and iii) compare the performance of urban and rural school students.
Method and Materials

Participants
The target population for the present study was the ESL students of secondar y schools of the District Bahawalnagar, Pakistan. A sample comprising of 396 ESL students through a convenience sampling technique was taken. Two hundred and fifty-five (64%) of the participants were male students whereas, one hundred and forty-one (36%) were female students. The respondents from the public and private schools of urban and rural areas were 
Procedure
The data were collected by using a test consisting of 50
MCQs regarding five major types of tenses. The students were given proper guidelines before administering the test.
The time given to the respondents was one hour.
The data were analyzed on the principle of 1 item 1 mark. tense,and past indefinite tense respectively. All the students got more than 50% marks, therefore, it can be concluded that the students' performance was 'satisfactory' except past perfect tense. The students' performance was 'good' in this tense according to the grading formula. comparison of male and female students' scores.
Following were the hypotheses:
H : There is no significant difference between the mean o scores of male and female students in tenses.
H : There is a significant difference between the mean 1 scores of male and female students in tenses.
The results indicated that, there was a statistical significant difference between the performance of male and female students in tenses. The t-value (0.0548109) was significant at p<0.05 level of significance. The calculated t-value does not fall in the accepted region; therefore, the null hypothesis (H ) was rejected. Hence, it can be concluded o that there was a significant difference between the performance of male and female students in tenses. The standard deviation values are also presented in Table 2 . Table 3 revealed that all the public and private school students' mean scores were ranging from 5.13 to 6.63 in all types of tenses. 5.13 was the minimum score of private school students whereas the maximum score was 6.63. On the other hand, public school students' minimum score was 5.18. According to the Grading Formula, the overall performance of the students fall into two categories namely 'satisfactory' and 'good'. The Cronbach Alpha value was established at 0.924 that indicates very high reliability. The results, based on t-value, indicated that, there was a no statistical significant difference between the performance of public and private students in tenses. The tvalue (0.37797) was not significant at p<0.05 level of significance. The calculated t-value falls in the accepted region; therefore, the null hypothesis (H ) was accepted.
o Hence, it can be concluded that there was not a significant difference between the mean scores of public and private school students in tenses.
According to Table 4 , the minimum mean score of urban school students was 6.13 whereas their maximum mean score was 6.90. Contrary to this, rural school students' performance, there was a significant difference between the mean scores of males and females whereas a study conducted by Shakil and Calderin (2010) revealed that the performance of male female students was same. Based on the t-value, a significant difference between the performance of urban and rural school students in tenses was also found. Contrary to this, mean scores of the public and the private school students was rather different. There was no significant difference between the performance of public and private school students in tenses.
Recommendations
The tenses play a key role in developing ESL students' expertise and skills in English language. Therefore, based on the results of the study, the students should focus on learning all types of tenses especially 'present perfect tense, and past perfect tense' in which they showed poor 
